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wAr~mm OF TIN 4aRtt
M=VaU~JTadS, 145MH IYIATION EAT:.LIO4. (CMEkT)

AP0 San Freamisco 96M2

AYEAC-BC It February 19?0.

SU8JYZi Operational. Ieprt - Lossons Limirned. 145th t~ration Bttalioft

(Combat), Pariod Emiing 31 January 19N0 PM SCTa-63 (R2)

SEZ DIsmIW1!c

o. Kiasions The ovormU vission of this ?sttA:Lion did not change
durin?. tho roportin.3 period. This mIssion is to augoont. theo apabilities
of U I'i-.d Foreos Vietniam vA- the Rapublic of Vietnmi tomces w.hich operdte
in t.. "n- Corps Tactical Zone.

(11 !ho following 0 6 ardLatioflal Chmgnes took -placo during this
report:i.L- priodt ij oor th 91st Ql Dot v~s &331rnod to ,HHiCI 1R&th Jyvi

Eh (Cbt). It vis further attqchod to, the 323rd .irfiel- orvico Dotach-
sent for rations, quarters,' adilsistration, nnd JirieAcition under the
Uniform Code of K11t~sry Justice.

(2) A of 31 Jasnuary 1970, the Dittallon was organiQd. as shown by ..

Inwlosure 1.

(1) OmaftI and st.3ff oh.'n~.s and prosent statku#

(a) Cogvaanding Officor, 145th Ivintion azttalion (Coab,%t) (22 Nov 69)

Outh-oing a LTC John J T*P P A
Inecri3v LTC Jack Seliskar 1A

-(b) 'Battl~aion bacaitive frlco.(1 Jan_70)_

Oitgoingi a WJ Rehat 4 Dos jardins fI

Incotdnvt WL. Thonas R %aIf IN

(e) 7vattzalion Adjutant (15 Jan 70)

Outgoingo CPT Loren T Saxton IN

IncoadnS6 i CP Miael. J'Seanlon AX

F oi R T 7- WT WWAK £13 IIAW NII AtS

70/1/03 
CS AM nYtM

Inclos'ate IOS0
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AVDACA.DC11 Nebrtiary ITO
SUVJEC= Oporat~onal Roport - Lossons Learrod, 1 45th Avittiozi fitt-113on
(Conbat), Period wAing 31 Jranuwiry 1970 RE.S CsF0R-65 (R2)

(4) Lhttalion S-2 (25 Jan 70)

atpoin I C? "00Ao, D D3rown H~ I
Incozdingi CPT Thowts I Shtogron ~ _AR

(e) Dttaiioii 3-3 (25 J:-jn 70)

Cut.goiN6: )W flobtrt A Glea son i
Incomngi MAJ Douls R Terellis LA

CPT IRdorlok JT !ivdusaof

(.1) ComruimnlAm Officer, Ul!C. 145th XAm Th (cbt) (13 Ja~n 70)

otat,;rqg t0CP Olen L Sarnost '
-Z.icodnC i CPT JorryD cGlothlin I

(h) ox~uA~ning offiecr, 68th L-m Co (Asit Hal) (23 Nov 69)

Oatgoing: i Y Thomas 0 NoJy, Jr. I
Ine~minig K& Luther L French is

(1) Cwmanding Officer, 118th Amn co (w~nt Hai) (31 Doc 69)

(tg~toings KAJ ?arney P Roncook IV
Incoming I KAJ Hichmaol P Peoffeman I

(j) com..sn Oricer, 19uith ?.nb Co (.st Hel) (6 j~n 70) A

Out,-pinu I W Joe D Jobs IN
Iflcm4l4 w Deli-w Piorot' IN

(k) com~viinc orficor, 334th Avri Co (MJ 1101) (26 wov 69)

Outfo;n X~j John ~I Oliver is
Immcoingu KU W Marles F flunsfards Jr. I

(1) ComainT Officor# 32I4th AD(D)

Outatonqs 11M.1Jymorel L Hardr

(2) 'Wit Struntthe Sn-31, ibmiusry t970, the thttaiion u ia at 91%
total atuthorisod stron.-th. Ipdividuil1 vit stren,,ths are shovm ktr Incoere

2.2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDACA-BC 11 February 1970
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 1IES CSFOR-65 (R2)

d. Aircruft Status: At the end of this reporting period the Battalion
had on hand 86%of the total aircraft authorized. Aircraft status as of 31
January 1970, classified by unit and typo of aircraft, is shown by Inclosuro
3.

o. Chronaloa Sirnificant Evontst

(1) On 15 Dec 69 this battalion became involved in an evaluation of
the capability and productivity of air assets at full TOE. The 118th
Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) was selected and placed in direct
support of 3rd .?do, 9th Inf Div for a 90 day period. The 118th began the
evaluation period at full 1 4TCDE and can expect to receive only their normal
share of replacements durinS the 90 day test period. There is no restriction
on blade hours, station time, or assault package size. The intent of the
evaluation is to use all availablo mission ready aircraft in direct support
of the c;round unit. The only exception are those aircraft necessary for
internal support of the aviation unitl ie., training and maintenance air-
craft. ?lfiaimum mission ready aircraft was expected to be 75%9

-iririp the initial 30 day period, the 118th provided aircraft for only
the 3r2 of the 9th. Following this initial period, the 118th has provided
one adctit, (nal aircraft daily to II FFV for a general support mission.

At the .nd of the )0 day period the 118th had flown A totL of 3,538
hours, hauled 26,887 troops, and carried 43 tons of cargo. Results from
contact with the enemy included 8 sampans and 55 structurns damaged or
destroyed, plus 44 VC/NVA killed by air (KBA). These figures compare very
favorably Twith the monthly averages for last quarter for the 118th.
Those avera-os were: 2755 hours flown; 17,301 troops hauled; 90 tons of cargo
carried; 1 sampan and 3 structures damaged or destroyed; plus 4 VC/NVA KBA.

The 3rd of the 9th his a standing roquost for 11 slicks and 4 guns each
day and 4 slicks and guns each night. It rapidly became apparent that an
aviation company could not provide the required aircraft or aviators to
meet the corittment on a continual batis. During the initial 30 d-y period,
the 118th flow an average of 16 aircraft (55% total strength) and 36
aviators '56% total strongth) ovozry 24 hour period. This constitutes a
maximum coittment on a continual basis. Since no unusual or extradrdinary
circumstances occured which would have affected aircraft or aviator avail-
ability, the porcenta ,s jiven above can be considered reliable for planning
purposes. The fiure given at the outset of the test for percent of air-
craft expected to be mission ready on a continual basis, has proven to be
an inaccurate estimate. The limiting factors were found to be both aircraft
availability duo to normal maintenance and aviator availability due to
maximum pormissable flight hours in a 30 day period.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBitCA-BC 11 February 1970
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combt), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (112)

(2) During the period 26 Doe 69 to I Jan 70, this battalion partici-
pated in Operation 'tolly (nob Hopo Christmas Show) and Operation Whitohat
(Vice President Anzw's Visit). From 2 to 7 ,onoral support aircraft were
,rovidod each day in support of those 2 operations. In addition, on I Jan
70 a full flight company plus adflitional !unships and 2 liaison officers
wore furnished for Operation Uhitohat.

(3) Communications security has roceivod a groat deal of emphasis
durinr this past reporting period. The use of secure radio was greatly
inerc -sod throughout the battalion. :Il sensitive communications between
the c-Lirpany operations %vid br-ttalion operations are now passed via secure
voice. Secure voice otilpmont is presently installed and operational in
86% cf the UH-i aircra-t .in the battalion. Secure voice is used for air
to g-ound tommunicatio.-, w'i n the ?round unit has the capability.

In adcition to the enhasis given the use of secure voice, the use of
classr: 1.']i: call signs and authorized onciyption systems has boon strosued
with ' battalion aviators.

(4) The following is a list of the awards submitted and received
by individuals in this battalion.

StWMI TED AWR'D REC EI VED

8 Silver Star 0
0 Legion of Merit 1

2L1 Distinguishod Flying Cross 18
3 Soldier's Modal 3
2 Bronze Star "V" 2

94 BronzeStar 62
65 EAsic Air Medal 94

973 Air Modal Oak Loaf Clusters 750
22 jz.y Commendation "V" 25

540 Army Comendation Modal 135
8 Purple Heart 6
27 USRV Certificate of Achievement 27

Award recommendations for Army Commendations Medals and Bronze Star
Modals have more than doubled this period as a result of the now Brigade
policy concerning achievement awards. This new policy has also resulted
in the companies paying more attontion to their awards programs.

F. RESULTS OF OPM;.TIONSt During this past reporting period, this
battalion increased its operation in every category reported except enemy
KDA, which was down only 3%. A breakdown of operational statistics is
shown as Inclosure 4.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC 11 February 1970
SUBJECTi Operational Rqport - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), PorLod Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

2. Lossons Learneds Commander's Observations, Evaluations, and
Roecommendations a

a. Personnel: None

b. Intelligencet None

c. Operations:

(1) Prevention of 'Wepon System Hard Point Cracking on UH-lB Gunships

(a) OBSERVXIIiN During the past several months since the introduction
of UH-1B in lieu of U :.-: znships, this unit has experienced numerous
incidsnts of weapon sysL or hard points cracking. This situation has been
especically prevalent in those aircraft equipped with the -1-159 system,
and is due primarily to high hour airframes (2000-3700 hours).

(., EVALUATION: Reduction of rocket loads from 19 to 15 in each
pod was recommonded and tested by the unit maintenance officer in conjunc-
tion with minbors of the zun platoon. Althoulh this solution reduced the
firo pouor of this particular yunship configurat:on, it at the same
tine, increased the availability. In view of the increased availability,
it is felt that the advantages resultin3 from the teduced rocket load
far outwoi-gh the disadvantago of reduced fire power.

(c) RECOK'?C2 DATIONs That units experiencing similar problems
with UI-iB gunships evaluate this solution in regards to their particular
availabilitios and mission requirements.

(d) CODWIMAD ACTION: The 190th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)'
has adopted the policy of using 15 rockets, instead of 19, in each pod
of the XM-159 system.

(2) Prevention of Accidental Helicopter Door Gun Firing

(a) OP:3VATION: Recent incidents involving accidental discharges
of helicopter door-guns in secur6 areas have shown a need for further
precautions in insuring that the weapon is clear and safe.

(b) VALUATIOUs Certain situations, i.e., double-feeding, have
resulted in a round being in the chamber of the M-60 after it has been
cleared by. opening/lockin; the bolt and visually inspecting the chamber.
Obviously if the chamber was visually inspected there should not be a
round present. However, due to positioning of the weapon, normal wind
turbulence in the crowcnief/junnor malls, and use of visors for eye
protection it is possible to miss detoctins the round. To avoid completely
any accidental firing, the barrel of the weapon may be removed upon touch-

down in a secure area, CONFIDENTIAL
S-



CONFIDENTIAL

M 40 ? raonlepr -Leson Lere#1•t I
(Combat), Period Endina 31 January 1970 RES C4SiPOR6 (R2

(c) IMECOMMENDATION: That helicopter crows equipped with M-6O0s,
either mounted or free guns, remove the barrels upon roaching a secure
area. It is not recommended that removal be attemptod in flight.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The 190th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
has adopted the policy of romovin. barrels from door guns upon touchdown
in secure areas.,

(3) Ptrsonne ,injurod by main rotor hoead

(a) 0SEWVATIOii: Thcntly several crowmembers suffered pinched or
lacoritorl fingers whilb inspocting or repairing parts on the main rotor
head of the UI-i.

We) EVALUATIONs Crowmombers were injured when the controls in the
cockpir. wore moved or the main rotor blade was rotated without warning.

(c) flCOSTME-DATIO(M ll cra-,nembers should be required to warn
othtirs .ior to moving controls or the main rotor blade.

d) C!1AND ACTION Crowmombors within this unit have been instructed
to audibly call OCLE .Rl prior to moving controls or the main rotor blades.

d. Or:?anizations None

. Trainingi None

fe L ~tstu Lack or Trvot Marking Capability in 1960 Model

(1) OBSERVIOT tfodelu of the 0-10 prior to 1968 have a smoke
disponsur system which Zives those aircraft the capability of mrking
targets and landinC zones. The 1968 model AH-IG was produced with a now
model smoke diapensor system, for which the dispensers wore not procurod
or placed on the aircraft as an operational system. This has severely
limited the capability of the aircraft to mark targets and landing
zones, which mat now be done orAlly or with ordnanoo,

(2) EVALUATIONs There is a definite need for target marking
capabillty in the AH-IG. Present lack of such a system requires pilots
to orally indicate targets, to mark them with ordanace, or to fly low to
ensure that other aircraft can be shown the exact location. A smoke
rocket (2.75 in. FFAR) with an HE warhead was produced which could provide
this cspability. However, present stocks in RVN4 are old and defective,
so that no present capability exists, The smoke dispensers designod
for the 1968 model All-1G aircraft are boing tested and are not oxpeoted
to be available until late 1970.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBAC,1-BC 11 February 1970
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), Period Eding 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (,R2)

(3) RECOTIENDATION: Sufficient quantities of !IE/Smoko rockets,
10 lb warhoads, M-157 and M-158, should be made available to units in
RVN. This will allow target marking for AH-iG aircraft with no smoke
dispensers, or with inoperative dispensers.

(4) COM!SUD ACTION: The 334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter)
has sent a letter to 1st Aviation igado explaining the necessity
of making HE/Smoke rockets abailablo in RVN.

g. Communications None

h. Materiol:

(I) Emergency Jittison of Canopy on the AH-iG.

(a) OBSER(VTIO : During the period 17 Dec thru 22 Dec 69, the
334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter) had two occasions during
which (morgency jettison of the conopy doors was necessary to ailow the crew
to uscapo. On both occasions the forward canopy doors would not jet-
tison, and on one occasion the roar canopy door would not jettison.

(b) E ,LUATION: The problem seems to be that the present jettison
system provides for reloso of the canopy door by unlocking the lower
latch, an! then pulling the emorgency release latch. Often, in a crash,
the aircraft comes to rest on the loft side preventing jettison, or
jaming the door so that it cannot be opened. Or the person in the aircraft
is physically injured and cannot unlock one or both of the latches.

(c) RECONMMMDATIONs That the canopy jettison system be re-iesigned
to allow jettison of canopy panels on both sides of the cockpit, front
ani re.r, so that either the pilot or co-pilot can jettison canopy doors
on aithur side of the cockpit with a minimum of physical exertion.

(d) COMMAND ACTION The 334th Aviation Company (Attick Helicopter)
is preparing an EIR, with recommendations for canopy jettison systems
re-design, to eliminate this unfavorable situation.

(2) Survivil Equipment in tJ{-IG Aircraft.

(a) OBSERVATION Several different survival equipment carrier
configurations have boon used in the AP-IG, and duo to the limited space
in the pilots and gunners compartments, most of those tested wore found
to be unsatisfactory. The one which most nearly moets the demands of
the confined cockpit is the Air Force SRV-21P Vest.

(b) EVALUITION: It was dotermined that the STV-21P Vest carries
the necossary items for the expected duration of survival or escape and
evasion situations experiencad by ,H-MG crews in combat. No other
standard or ,akeshift sorvival p.ckage was found to be satisfactory.

CONFIDENTIAL
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,.VBACA-BC 11 February 1970
SUJECTt Operational Roport - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 TlMS CSFOR-65 (R2)

(c) REMOTIEND'fTO4i That when present procuromont of the SRV-21P
Vest is effccted, first consideration be agivon to issue of these vests
to all pilots of ,H-1G aircraft, and that the TO&E of attack helicopter
units be ammonded to reflect this vest as the TO&E authorized survival
package.

(d) COM'.2ND ACTION: This unit is awaiting announcement of a Federal
Stcck Number for the vests to be procured by the Army, and will req-
uisition the vests as soon as possible.

(3) Washing3 of ircraft in US Army Aviation Units.

(a) O:SiEVATv;LT 1 '0,o TO&E of Army Aviation Units in RVN does not
allow for equipment 1- thl. Yhich to wash aircraft in order to reduce damage
and wear cause,! by dust an't dirt.

(b) EWLUATIONt Most units recognize the need to reduce wear and
i.o aircraft caused by the dusty and dirty enironment in which

thnv ''ur, te, lHowovor, as no equipment is provided for this in the TO&E,
Avi.tion Units are required to use makeshift methods, such as buckots
f w-.tor", hand-hold fire extinguishers, converted fire trucks, converted
fuo. Pur1- systems, etc. Those often prove only partially satisfactory,

lU ivcrt supply items intended for other purposes.

(c) RECOIfIENDATIONt That TO&E's of aviation units of all typos
operaiting in RVN be changed to add equipment with which to wash aircraft.
The most practical and least costly system would seem to be the issue of
a pizinp an-d hoses to be used in conjunction with the standard issue
wster trailer (400 gallon M-149). Since the trailers are already
st adard in most units, it would require only the ad ition of pumps and
hoss to -,ivo aviation units the needed capability to wash aircraft.

(1) COKt.ND "'TIONt The 334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter)
is .x-erimintin; with methods of adsating the water trailer for use in
washing aircraft. A reort will be sent forarl when tho most
satisfactory method is round.

(4) Ammunition for Lh: XM-35 Armrmjent System (20mm) on the H-IG.

(a) O2SMaVATIONs The present 20mm linked amminition issued for the
Xf!-35 jnanent System used on the AI-iG is sovorly limiting because it
offers no versatility as to terrain and type targets engaged.

8
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVACA-BC 11 February 1970
SUDJECTa Operational Roport - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR (R2)

(b) EVALUATION: The issue am.unition FSN 1305-143-7034 consists
of four rounds of HE an. one tracer, It has bocn found that the HE
round is good against targets where istst,ait detonation is desired, such
as with troops in the open, sampans, etc. However, it is ineffective in
trees, against bunkers, a_;ainst covered positions, etc. The present
situation in RVN does not allow for loading of the aircraft for
particular missions, and, therefore an AJI-IG must be capablo of en,2ging
tar-ots of all typos in all types of terrain, on very short notice. To
mcet the requircment of the varied terrain and targets encountered, HE,
Armor Piercing, Incidi 3rr, ani tracer atmunition has been developed,
howrvor, the prosent lirdwod confi,,uration does not lend itself to effec-
tiveness, against vari ,-" tnrgots.

(c) .,C01.E % C;tC.', Thvt tho ammunition for the XI-35 20mm sun
system be linked with all four type rounds in the belt, so that, once
loaded, the aircraft can effectively engagc all type tar.ets, in varied
torrairn, wVonever encountered. The ammunition could be linked with HE,
?:-,, rm ,:truor Peircing, and Incindiary in one bolt to provide this
floxl iiity.

(d) CC-X4AID ACTION: The 334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter)
i3 cvaluating present ammunition and targets, and will submit a report
wu..th rtcoroendations in the netr future.

(5) Use of Locally installed Zippers in Boot, Dust and Moisture
Seals in UH-13,D,H Helicopters.

() 02SMV'I0 .,, Replacomont of a torn' or mutilated boot, dust and
moisture seal (FSN 1615-615-3398) requires removal of the entire head
assembly (Epproxim-Itely 50 man hours).

(b) E1ALUI.TIONi 1y installing a ripper of the type found in open
front jackets, (with joining studs at the bottom) replacement of dust
and moisture boots can be accomplished in ten minutes.

(c) RCCOWVl4EI ;D ICN: None

(d) CCMIN2MD ACTION i None

(6). Use of L11-1C Synchronized Elevators on U H-13 Gunship Tailtooms.

(a) OBSU.VATIONt Normal 'unship flight manuevers resulted in a
recurring nocos.ity for replacement of synchronizo- elevators on (D-IB
aircraft. Dell i{olicoptor Technical Koprosentatives felt that the sit-
uation could be improved by the installation of the laror and stronger
UH-iC elevators.

9
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;.V3ACA-tC 11 February 1970
SUMJECTa Operational Roort - Lessons Loarncd, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

-: - -- -(b) EVALUATION: UH-.1C elevators wore installed, inspected by Bell

representatives and test flown )y this unit's Gunship pilots. In addition

to lon4or life it was found that the elevators increased stability during

gunruns and reduced the characteristic nose'low 80 knot attitude of the

UH-01's.

(c) ECOYCMDN.TION: That units eororiencin similar problems

with UH-13 gunships evaluate this solution in regards to their particular

situations.
() CO:^.VNDACTI.ON: This unit is replacing UH-13 elevators with

U-IC elevators as required.

(7) Tracer "Xunout wJth CTG, 20mx Electric Prime, TP-T. XM-220Ei.

(a) O1ZEV.,TION: Rocent use of the XM-35 20mm system Qn the "H-IG,

usin:. the tracer cartridge, has proven that the tracer burnout limits

thu effctive distance from targuts at which thb Aq-1G can engage. This

is u p.: Aiculary undesirable characteristic when enemy 12.7mm or 37m
automatic weapons are encounterel.

(b) EV;LUATION: Tracer burnout with the TP-T, )CI-22OE1 cartridge

socms to occur at an estimated range of 2000 meters. The range of

enemy w3apons far exceeds this burnout r.nge. For optimum tactical ad-

vantage, it is desirahle that the tracer range of the 20nm cartridge be

extended to approxi.atoly 3000 meters slant range to. ive AJ-iG pilots

the ability to begin attacks at that distance, adjust on target, and

place effective fire on enemy g-un positions rior to reaching the present

range at which they must engage. This is particulihy desirable in view

of the enemy's customary cmgloyraont of heavy automatic weapons in pairs-

or trios, located in different positions to cover each other. 3y

having a longer rr.ngo, the AH-iG could engage one at longe range, then

maneuver to place fire on others as thcir positions are located.

(a) RECOIM.JD'TION: That the tracer burnout range of the XI-220EI

20mm cartridge be extended to a minimum of 3000 meters.

(d) COM2 NAN ACTION: The 334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter)
will prepare a raport on the employment of this weapons system when more

experience is .ained in its tactical employment.

i. Other,' None

CONFIDENTIAL
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4171.C. 13C11 February 1970
sum;1"O0,O1r-tioIn11 Rokirt - Lossonal Lo.arnedq 145th Aviation Battalionl

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RCES CSFOR-65 W

4 InclJjCK SELISKAR
aRs LTC Inf
Inct wd HQ, DA Commanding-

-- -DISMI 2UTI0N t
2 - INCUSJ"?AC. ATIN't CPOP-DT, APO 96558
5- MU, 1StX ATM-D '.VGC-ST, AflGPOf 96384

3-G, 1stRV A Tn:e AHGC-DS, APO 963966
-0, 12th Avn Gi,,c.) ATMl~ AV AA-SC, 20966

5 - G, HQ, II FW, ATINs a ,VF-LC-RE-H, Ap0 96266
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AVRACA-SC (114 Feb 70) 1st Ind
SUBJEOT: cporatior al 2eport - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Cattalion

(Combat) Period '-ndint 31 January 1970 !,CS 0SiC'.-65 (6'2) (U)

DA, P), 12th Avn G. (Cbt), APO 96266 24 Fob 70

TO: Cominanding Gencral, II Field Force Vietnan, APO 96266

1. (U) In accordnce with USAN 4,eg 525-15, subject report is forwarded.

2. (C) leference paragr.ph 2f, Logistics'. The 145th Avn Bn (Cbt) has
1133 (qunntity) 2.75 inch FFA-M with a:hite phosrhorous warhead on hand.
This rocket ?.al:es n excellant arking round.

...... __ 3... (U) -eference -aragrath 2h, Mate el, sub. aragra-h (2). The Ar

has released the F deral Stock N'L,,ber for the smrvival vest and the unit
has been informed f sav:e. The prfority of iasue will be first to LU-1
and 0-1 crews -.nd hen to rotary i-.4nz crews.

4. (U) 1 eference paragraph 2c(l). The reco. .endation is valid and will
be passed on to the 123th AhC for thair evaluation. Presently, the 190th
AHC is the only unit in 12th Avn Gp to e;:pericnce this problem.

*FM~ Tr~ CCI IiJM:

Adjutant

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAS;

CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.



AVFBC-RE-H (14 Feb 70) 2nd Ind
SUBJBCTz Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), Period iding 31 January 1970 RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

........-.... . . , QI FFORCEV,, APO San Francisco 96266 7 M AR 1970

TIUs Commanding General, Ist Aviation Brigade, A%?Nt AVBA-C, APO 96307

Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Commander-ln-Chlef, US Army Pacific, ATTNz GPOP-DT, APO 96558

. ... ........ . TOs _Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -

Lessons Learned of the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for the period

ending 31 January 1970, as indorsed, with the following coment: Pargraph

2c(6)(b), line 1 'should read UH-1C elevators were installed,...

FOR THE COM(ANDE~s

NV. L. 8OSHANS

CPT, AGC --

L .st.

L -



I

AVfAC-O (14 Feb 70) 3rd Ind
WJC'2"I Onerational Penort - Le-sons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Con-!t), Period n 31 Jait-,uy 1970 RcS CSOR-65 (2)

DA, HIQ lST AVIATI:: fl!.IGA'1, APO San Francisco 96384 15 MAR 1970

."lRU, Cormianding General, US A.iV Vietnam, ATTT: AVIIGC (DST2), APO 96375

idr6TfZim:ieuj pc fic, AM2I't CPOP-IrL, APO 96558
TO: Assistant Qiief of Staff for Force Development, Depart.ent of the

Arrj, Washing-ton, D.C. 20310
". This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the

contents as indorsod.

2. Me follovin: corments are considered pertinents

a. Paraaraph 2.h. (6), p,-v 9 and 10, discuss the installation of UH-IC
elevators on UH-I helicopters. Zais installation is not ithorized. 'Mis
headquarters has directed units to remove unauthorized as:;cnblies.

b. Subject OR-LL does not address Aviation Safety. lecords at this
headnourters state the 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) flew 31,268 hours
and had 6 accidents for a rate of 19.3. 7his headuarters will direct
subordinate units to discuss safety activities in futuro OR-LLs.

c. ParacTaph 2.c.(2), page 5 and 6, addresses the problen of accidental
discharge of door guns in secure areas. Concur with the rcco-iendation
of removing barrels upon touchdoin in a secure area. Barrels shotild not be
removed in flight. Zhis headauarters is advising all subordinate units
of this safety measure.

do Paragrah 2.h.(5)(b), pae 9, addresses the probl:n of the tinerequirei to replace dust and moisture seal (Fsir 1615-615-3390) on L71-1
helicopters (50 nan hiours). Lkaluation states that by using a zippered
seal, the replacement time is reduced to 10 ninutes. This headquarters
concurs with the evaluation end has instructed the 145th Aviation 3 ttalion
(Comjbat) to submit an EIR en the seal.

FOR COI.!AIT'rfRt

--. RTHUmtw.- LS' -

CPT AGC
Aut AG.



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGC-DCr (14 Feb 70) 4th Ind
SUBJECTi Operational Report - Lessons Learied, 145th Avia.ion Battalion

(Combat), Period aiding 31 January 1970 RES CSFO1-65 (R2)

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO 96375 2 8 8R 170

TOs Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, AMrNI GPOP-Tlr,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from Headquarters,
145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) and concurs with the comments of indorsing
headquarters.

2. (U) Commonts follow,

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Prevcntion of Weapons System Hard
Point Cracking on UH-1B Gunships", page 5, paragraph 2c(1), and paragraph
4, 1st Indorsement: concur. The difficulty is apparently Isolateld because
no other unit has reported this problem. The Ist Aviation Brigade is
disseminating the data to all units.

b. (U) Reference item concernin "Prevention of Accidental Helicopter
Door Gun Firing", page 5, paragraph 2c(2), and paragraph 2c, rd Indorsements
concur. This information will be published in the USARV Aviation Safety
Weekly Summary.

c. (U) Reference item concerning "Personnel Injured by Main Rotor
ead", page 6, paragraph 2c(3), concur. This information will be published

in the US.ARV Aviation Safety Weekly Summary.

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Lack of Target Marking Capability
in 1968 Model AH-iG Aircraft", page 6, paragraph f(.)t nonconcur. The
2.75" Rockets with a 10 lb warhead M-157 and M-158 wore stocked in Vietnam
until late 1969. Due to a lack of requirements for the item it was deleted
from the inventory. If the item is reinstated its availability will be
at the expense of the 11,Y rockots presently stocked. The 2.75" Rocket, WP is
available and can be used for target narking purposes. The USN and USAF
use significant quantities of this munition for marking purposes. Concur
with paragraph 2 of 1st Indorsement. The 2.75" FFAR with the white
phosphorous warhead is excellent for use as a marking round. Sufficient
2.75" FAR's with WP warheads are available to the 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat). This information has been passed to the 145th Aviation Battalion.
No further action is required at this or higher headquarters.

DOWNGRADID AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTIR 12 MEARS.

0OD DIR 5200.10

CONFIDENTIAL
/ .-



CONFIDENTIAL
AVHCC-DST (14 Feb 70) 4th Ind
SUBJW-rs Operational Report -Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOf-65 (R2)

.. (U) Reference item concerning *Survival Equipment in All-IC Air-

craft, page 7P Paragraph 2h(2), and paragraph 3, 1st Indorsements concur.

The SRU-21P survival vest has been procured, and will be an item of organ-

izational equipment. Upon receipt of the vests, USARV will dictribute them

on a pro-rata basis to major units. Priority of Issue will be determined

by the major unit. No action by higher headquarters Is recommended.

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Amunition for the XY-35 20 mm

System on AH-IG Aircraft", page 8, paragraph 2h(4): concur. In the

evaluation,it is stated that four type rounds were produced1. In fact, three

type rounds have been produced for the VH-35 2Uma gun: high explosive

incendiary; tracer; and armor piercin-. Present linkage is 4:1 (:Id to Tracer).

R~ecommend .that AP rounds be incorporated, with a linkage of 3:1:1 (hEIt

Tracer: AP).

g. (U) Reference Item concerning "Zipper"- in Dust Boots, U-1", page

9, paragraph 2h(5), anc. paragraph 2d,.3d Indorsements concur. However,

the zipper type boot cited in the evaluation 
would not provide the dust and

water protection which is required to prevent rust, corros''on, and

contamination of the bearings In the collective hub assembly of the scissors

and sleeve assembly. Concur with the 3d Indorsement; in that, an 
EIR be

submitted.

FOR THE COMA1MER 3

Cy furns e m
12t Avn BdS e. c
145th AnB

CONFIDENTIAL



GPOP-DT (14 Feb 70) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ. 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat)

for Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (32)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Franciaco 96558 8 MAY 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEFt

D.D. CLINS

2LT, AGO
ABst AG

17
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